
Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for december

Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

The Ned Gelfars Show Agostino & Co. Performing Arts www.agostinoarts.com K-8

The Magic Toy Shop CM Performing Arts Center www.cmpac.com PreK-4

In-School Programs Heckscher Museum of Art www.heckscher.org 1-12

Optical Illusions LI Center-Arts & Sciences dwaldenb@optonline.net 3, 4, 5

Dr. Seuss’ How the MSG Entertainment  www.thegarden.com PreK-7
    Grinch Stole Christmas!

The Nutcracker Suite Ovations Dance Repertory Company www.ovationsdance.com PreK-12

Winter Holiday Celebration Prismatic Magic, LLC www.prismaticmagic.com PreK-8

Ryan’s Story Ryan’s Story Presentation LTD. www.ryanpatrickhalligan.org 5-12

Mistletunes Multicultural Squeaky Clean Music Corp.  www.squeakycleanband.com K-12
    Holiday Show

A Christmas Carol/Dickens Theatre Three Productions Inc. www.TheatreThree.com 1-12

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

Drumline Clinics with Christopher Scherer – Christopher Scherer 
Students benefited greatly from working with a percussion expert. They received the extra attention from a master that I was unable to give them. 
The program focused on coordination, teamwork, discipline, dexterity, marching technique, maintaining equipment, and overall performance.  
– music staff, Longwood HS, Longwood
This program was also presented in West Islip.

http://artsined.esboces.org/
Did you know?

Most Field Trips can be contracted through Arts-in-Ed.
Rethink Field Trips as Learning Expeditions.

See Web Views on Page 4
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Creative Drama Curriculum Workshop – Karen DeMauro
Thanks so much. It is always a wonderful experience when Karen comes to Grundy! Her program promotes listening and respecting others (not just 
adults), team work, and appropriate/acceptable behavior. Students have to listen to directions and utilize strategies to complete group tasks. The kids 
love it! – teacher, Grundy ES, Sachem

Stories and Songs of Latin America – Theatreworks USA
Mr. Pitre’s presentation was very entertaining and a great segue for our Hispanic heritage month. The students enjoyed learning new Spanish words 
and the bilingual storytelling. – teacher, Andrew T. Morrow Schools, Central Islip  

Ryan’s Story – Ryan’s Presentation
The presenter had an amazing connection with the students in my class. This program correlates with our health curriculum as well as our language 
arts curriculum, especially writing. The students were able to recognize the long term, lasting effects of bullying, not only on the family of the victim 
but on everyone involved, including the bully. – Grade 5-6 teacher. Longwood MS, Longwood 
This program relayed a very important message to students, namely, respecting oneself and others is essential for a healthy working/learning 
environment. Students can help each other by being an “upstander” rather than a bystander. – guidance counselor, Longwood MS, Longwood
Students were made aware of the seriousness of bullying and depression. Following the program, they were more willing to be kind and cooperative 
with one another. – Grade 6 teacher, Longwood MS, Longwood
John Halligan presented in a very powerful way to our students. His presentation was heartfelt and impacted the students’ emotions without being 
overwhelming for them. – teacher, Longwood MS, Longwood

Native American Cultures of the Eastern Woodlands – Journeys Into American Indian Territory
This program aligns perfectly to our social studies curriculum and with the new Common Core Modules. This program goes along very well with the 
ELA Module Unit 1A. As teachers, we refer back to what the students learned and experienced during this program all school year long. – Grade 4 
teacher, Academy Street ES, Bayport/Bluepoint
This program was also presented in Cold Spring Harbor, Connetquot, Elwood, Hauppauge, Lindenhurst, Longwood, Mount Sinai,  
North Babylon, Patchogue-Medford, Sachem, and West Babylon.

Be a District Star…
and advocate for your Arts-in-Education programs! Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-
in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s 
impact on student learning and curriculum connection, and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand arts news

LI Student Shakespeare Festival: Register Now!
There is still time to sign up to participate in the 2015 Long Island Student Shakespeare Festival. 
This annual event features student performances of scenes from Shakespeare’s plays as well as 
Shakespeare-related activities and music. Middle and high school theatre groups prepare selections 
from Shakespeare, which they present before each other and the guest adjudicator. It is a great 
experience for teachers and students alike. For further information, go to the festival website: 
http://studentshakespearefestival.blogspot.com/ or email Jeff Dailey at dpmusicart@aol.com

nY state arts news

AIE Statewide Meeting Notes
In October, the New York Arts in Education Network and the New York 
State Counsel of Education Associations met in Albany. Here are a few 
highlights from those meetings:

 •  The National Core Arts Standards, which were introduced in 
June 2014, are a web-based set of standards. They cover PreK-12, 
including grade-by-grade standards for PreK-8, and three levels of 
proficiency for high school. They can be customized for use by states, 
districts, and classrooms. This design lets user organize curriculum in 
different ways and make ‘workbooks.’

 •  Artistic Literacy is included in the Conceptual Framework. Four 
processes are found across disciplines: 1) creating, 2) performing/

presenting, and producing 3) responding and 4) connecting.  
Visit www.nationalartsstandards.org for details.

 •  National Arts Standards versus the Common Core can be 
found online at www.nationalartsstandards.org

 •  Technology Included covers technology in arts curriculum. Steve 
Honicki, of Niskayuna NYS Media Art Associations, explained how 
Media Arts fits as an extension of visual arts. The new framework 
incorporates technology as well as the Common Core.

 •  Connect the Arts and STEM shows how to integrate the  
arts without sacrificing content. For more resources for arts 
integration, STEAM, Common Core and much more, visit www.
educationcloset.com
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natIonaL aIe news

Get Thee to an Art Museum
You don’t have to look far to find reports on the dwindling numbers of 
culturally-enriched field trips being taken by schools. A 2010-11 survey 
conducted by the American Association of School Administrators, for 
instance, found that more than half of schools had eliminated planned 
field trips. However, for all the statistics, no large-scale study has been 
designed to determine what affect field trips have on student learning 
– until now.

In their article entitled The Educational Value of Field Trips, University 
of Arkansas researchers describe the findings of the first large-scale 
randomized-control trial. Based on surveys given to 10,912 students and 
489 teachers at 123 different Arkansas schools, the researchers concluded 
that “enriching field trips contribute to the development of students into 
civilized young men and women who possess more knowledge about art, 
have stronger critical-thinking skills, exhibit increased historical empathy, 
display higher levels of tolerance, and have a greater taste for consuming 
art and culture.” To read the full report, visit http://educationnext.org/
the-educational-value-of-field-trips/

It’s 3PM. Do You Know Where America’s Children Are?
After a decade-long research project, during which 200 interviews with 
households were completed in every state and the District Columbia, the 
Afterschool Alliance has produced a report on afterschool programming in 
America, entitled America After 3PM. Here is a sample of the key findings:
 •  Participation in after-school programs increased nearly 60% from 

2004 to 2014.

 •  1 in 5 children don’t have someone to care for them after school.
 •  50% of children from low-income households not participating in 

an after-school program would be enrolled if one were available  
to them.

 •  The majority of parents reported their child’s after-school program 
offers physical activity (79%), reading or writing (72%), and STEM 
learning (69%).

 •  Approximately 4 in 5 parents overall and nearly 9 in 10 parents of 
after-school program participants agree that after-school programs 
can help children develop social skills through interaction with  
their peers.

To read the full report, visit http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/
AA3PM-2014/AA3PM_National_Report.pdf

The Teacher’s Role: Rock Star or Guide?
In a recent NPR article entitled Channeling Springsteen: Teachers as 
Performers, educators debate the best teaching style to inspire students. 
Second grade teacher Amanda Siepiola says she models her teaching 
style after rock star Bruce Springsteen and a former English teacher 
who made her “want to stay in that seat and be there.” However, 
Bruce Lenthall, who runs the Center for Teaching and Learning at the 
University of Pennsylvania, says “entertaining doesn’t equal learning.” 
Teachers don’t’ have to stand on the desk or play the guitar to get 
students “fired up.” To read the full article, visit http://www.npr.org/
blogs/ed/2014/11/17/343729767/channeling-springsteen-teachers- 
as-performers

Program ProfILe

LI Theater Students Find Their Social Voice
by Ruthie Pincus
In November, Broadway came to Long Island. Broadway producer Tom 
Kirdahy, Broadway director Sheryl Kaller and playwright Dominique 
Morisseau were among the professionals who joined Long Island theater 
students in their mission to use their creative talents to become voices of 
social change at the second annual Stage the Change: Theatre as a Social 
Voice conference. 

Hauppauge HS theater students were among the roughly 350 students, 
educators and administrators from about 15 Long Island high schools 
who participated in the 2014 Conference, which was held at Tilles Center 
for Performing Arts in Brookville. The day-long program was designed 
to inspire learning and collaboration and to promote the theater arts 
as catalysts for change in schools and communities. Guest speakers, 
panelists and workshops explored topics such as staging a flash mob and 
playwriting with a social voice. Students and educators were shown how 
they can make a difference by bringing kindness, respect and dignity to 
the forefront of the theater experience. 

The success of the 2014 conference was evident in the positive comments 
we received from participants, such as:
~  I didn’t realize just how powerful theatre can be as a tool for change 

on so many different issues.
~ It made me feel important for doing theatre.

We were fortunate to have so many professionals willing to share their 
experiences with the students and educators. Among the conference’s 
other special guests were Joe Norton, director of education and outreach, 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS; Matthew Freeman, education 
director, Tectonic Theatre Project; Ron Russell, EPIC Theatre Ensemble; 
and Howard Sherman, past executive director, American Theatre Wing. 
One of the guest speakers noted that what we were doing “was really 
important work and essential.” To learn more about the conference, visit 
http://www.stagethechange.org/2014-conference.html 

Ruthie Pincus is a Hauppauge High School Theatre teacher and founder of 
“Stage the Change: Theatre as a Social Voice.”

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest  
to Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)
631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

Quote of Month

“Don’t think about making art, just get it done. Let everyone else decide if it’s good or bad,  
whether they love it or hate it. While they are deciding, make even more art.”

– Andy Warhol

edItorIaL staff:

mark Your CaLendar…
November 21.   Stage the Change. Student Theatre Conference.  Tilles Center for the Performing Arts.  theatredept@hauppauge.k12.ny.us 

August 11-12, 2015.   Uncommon Approach to the Common Core.

LOCAL MUSEUMS OFFER RESOURCES AND INSPIRATION
Where can you find low-cost arts resources and new outlets for student creativity, critical thinking and collaboration? According to a recent 
Edutopia article, the answer is at your local arts organizations. The article includes tips on finding the right organization to meet your classroom’s 
needs. To learn more, visit http://www.edutopia.org/practice/stw-glenview-practice-arts-partnerships-video

PUTTING THE ARTS BACK ON THE AGENDA
Much has been written about dwindling appreciation and funding for arts education. Lately, however, there are indications across the country that 
the tide may be turning. New York City public schools, for example, saw a 47% reduction in spending for arts and cultural organizations over the 
past 7 years. Today, the mayor and school chancellor are supporting a $23 million initiative to expand arts education and arts teacher training. 
Read what’s happening across the country in terms of legislation and funding at http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NCSL-
Magazine.pdf

RETHINKING FIELD TRIPS
Scrap the old approach to a field trip, suggests a recent Edutopia article. Instead, turn field trips into learning expeditions that promote curriculum 
connections. “Whether students go to a hairdresser on Main Street to learn about physical and chemical change or to the zoo to learn about the 
habitats of rain forest animals, these expeditions allow the learning that takes place in the classroom to come to life.” To read more, including tips 
on designing learning expeditions, visit http://www.edutopia.org/practice/learning-expeditions-rethinking-field-trips

9 WAYS TO BUILD ARTS AUDIENCES
The Wallace Foundation has found nine successful practices commonly used by arts organizations to build audiences. As part of the Wallace 
Excellence Awards initiative, researchers reviewed the practices at 10 arts organization. They found that all of the organizations had nine practices 
in common, such as determining a target group for the organization and eliminating any barriers that could prevent that target group from joining 
the audience. The report also describes the challenges and successes at a variety of arts organizations. To read the full report, visit http://www.
wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/audience-development-for-the-arts/strategies-for-expanding-audiences/Documents/The-Road-to-Results-
Effective-Practices-for-Building-Arts-Audiences.pdf.  To view a graphic of just the nine practices, visit https://nonprofitquarterly.org/policysocial-
context/24935-infographic-nine-effective-practices-for-building-audiences-for-the-arts.html
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
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